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Speciul Netive to Subscribers:

THE SALE OF FT. SNELLING.

————
MINORITY REPORT,
Subrwilted by M. !Jlmﬂ.f Virginia, s the House of
Represaesictives, Aprid FTth, L858, from the select commtiee.
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and clrenpstanved with the of -il'n-u:lll.

pnid; the termn of pay whether tho price paid or
to b pabd wan unle or wot, and whethor
the salil resceve, at the time of snle, was longer wantal

the case ©
The underdlgned enterod w the dischuige of the
mhpuul Mbyﬂ?:u!{umwlth no impres-
whum'mﬂw%
otlhhiqvuﬂgdhu [} detex-
:mhu&ulﬂ obation overy aok or mo-
W

-hl( the clamor and denunciation
uh-dhmmhdmmkmtduh during the
-dﬂl" the hareh imputations which
mmmﬁ \ﬂl'lll

udﬂaq!pcﬂ;h tho mrhpufﬂ.w dluppointod
:wulutur wid Vm s of the political

portimn.  Knowing that “ll of n military reserva-
tion could only be conducted by the Secrotary of War,
under the divection of the President of the United States,
alided by thie advice of hix enbinet ; that all the facts nud
dircumnstances o muected with such sle conld at any mo-
ment bo bronght under the serutiny of the public judg-
wenb 5 end that sullicient motive would st all times ex-
ist for exposure, if Lhere was anything lwproper in it, or-
dinnry pmhuhllltf mlﬂ alone have cast discredit upon
most of the alwurd calumales whieh so freely found car-
tency in s prostituled press.  Btill, as there is at all times
n possibility thit wmpllnn may creep into the opers-
tionk of government, and ws it is the duty of every good
citlaen to gunrd the abuses Incident to the
distribution  of , and fo repel with wncens-
ing vigilance every tendency to favoritism and cor-
ruption, the u.nrktmul entered upon the task im-
posod upon them & rpose, distinetly announced,
of expowing whatever had the slightest tnint of official im
purity in the trinssotion referred to their examination.
They folt no dissatisfaction nt the fact that & majority of
the committes with whom they were oalled upon fo act
wore politically againgt the lomding policy of the
governmunt, and t, in addition to their sepse of pal-
lie duty, feel stiimulated by the mre, gratification
corning something worthy of condemnntion in the official
roluct of sn pdministrition ¢ which they were op-
possl, ‘The President or Secretary of Wik, wlo cannot
pass, in the ordinary discharge of his ofticinl duties, un.
woathed through the feresst ordeal of his politienl  foes,
inonrcely worthy of his exalted station, The under.
shgniel were, therofore, propared to gons fnr as the most
malignant enemy of t-ho-lu distinguished fonctionarics
could desive, in affording every fncility to ferveb out wnd
axpose every neb inconstent with the pure and upright
wiministration of the public intercsts.  Accordingly, the
most unlimited range of Inquiry was sssertod by the ma-
Jority, maned mvost cheerfully acquiesced in by the minurlty
Every witness whose testimony was deemed upon any point
deviruble, no mutter how distant, and nomstter at what ox.
prnst, Wag p 1. Alatitnide of exnmination
which wonld not be tolemted in any of the ordinary  ju-
dicial lrllmnnlu of the country was sabmitted to without
eption.  Every call vpon the War Department, no
how irrelevant, was promptly scceded to, Not n
! T Mq motion, not o suggestion, was presented

{ our profracted sittings

that met m: whn. It we have,
therefure, failed o discover noy thing in this transaction
mrlltyo.(mndr.mmﬂm it baw not been frome wanl of
the most senrching and  probing  investigation o which
any officinl not Las gver bocn subjected  probably in ihe
hintory of thls government.

The procecdings of the committes, with all the doen
mentary and ol evidence wpon which the reports nre
foanded, nre now submitted to the House.  That record
in before the conntey, wpd will speak for itsell.  The
wmitiee was inneuinn dnrlng w period of three month,
uoid ity -two wi ined ab & oodb Lo the
government of $14, B&I’l 25 for the item of witnesses'
asttendance only.

When the Hon. Robert Smith, of Iinois, on the 4th |

of January lust, sulmitted his resolution wiking this
committee of investigation into the facts and cireum-
stances connected with the recent sale of Forlk Suelling, il
wos b Lhat time suppesed that e mennt to give counte
nung and cradibility to those gross inputations which had
beent cust throngh the pnrrium press upon the integrity
und honor of the Secrétury of War.  In this spirit it was
metIn the Howse sl definndly. conrled by the fdends of
tm.ll i Bl 1 4 Y P 'lt WA,
without nurpdm mingled with o high degree of plowsure,
that the honorable gentieman was hasad to sonouuce from
his wéat, on the 16th.of the fame month, the following
frank and emphatic dissvowal of sy sueh object in ask-
ing for his resolution of fnquiry :

" E e, el Al resolution  doea net, cast ny impntation npon
.y u-nll-mnn I Fonl it dhoes f00 pyweld to woy thint 1 know e good deal
bttt the yntier, and T hnve aigailed o e clidenan of e commit
Tt whomy nrgnﬂlmul T would appesr before thnn st any ime ey
nigh destgnate nnd toll my atory: bol 1 have nover sadd, and do nol
o sy, thiat the Bocretary of Wy-r dh! iy bl e 1 Ahe sty
Tewiist, thint T oo gt b, u' implication or utherwiso, soy hing
veremy 1o the Revrtiry of b it b ol o legithmnts
-lnu.mn Tromm the pra Iullun llnl there boany  frawd chargid wpon
iy e

In like manner, when brought before the committes as
* witness, ha disclimed, in the most emphintic torms,
“nny knowledge of feam upon the part of seller or pur-
chuser, or anybody else.' "~ (Question 2,559.)

Wo'may here dismiss this aipect of the wuhbject, by
*tuting that there §s nat one word or syllable in this whole
muss of testimony which casts the very sligl

therefors, not |

st of such w Lill had bven salmitted, we shoubd doulbt
’I-mmtehur!dly hiave. congmered in. il. - Such would |
be (e woly fruit, if suy, that could be hgiu-....-..a, |

gnthored (rom an stion like the g I
s of 4 bl:oumnny nrbk;n haﬂmenlnllr:il.---i'°1l
huhanmwl&hmdmnu

would bave been estinnlerd
wl no more thun their true worth, and especially when
they are outweighed upon  every polut by
the great body of the evidence accompanylog Lhis re.
purt. It wins. mob, until onr meeting subsequeat to lhe

country, and we are prepared to stand wpon the faimoess
of our ststement of facts, and the soundness of our con-
clusions, as drawn from these fiets. 11 no other benefit
shall be derived from the lu expenditure of public
money caused by this investigation, iL may at loast pre-
sent o salutary sdmonition to the American people to
guard their minds ngainst that spivit of calumny and de-
tenction which s ever remly to mseribe the worst motive
and the worst conduct to a political op t; and to
pouse, bofore they permit their imy ona of a public

1o be controlled by the s trlulm of dhn.gg:rlnt-
ed apeculators, when (he very offence so loudly charged,
may have been o firm, falthful, nod successful effort to
defeat illegal combinations, and to protect ihe publie in-
terests from eacritice,

Before proceeding to present an mml_a sis of the ovidence
imbodied in, this report, some preli ¥ observit
nre ensentinl to a just Lunqarulmmitm of thu subject em-

binced in this Inguiry.
Military  Reservations.

Reservations nre portions of land severed from the muss
uf the public demnin and wpproprinted by Inw to some

4&: blic use.  These pubilio uses are various. Those

ak gites for the construction of forfk, arsenals,

and nmmrim, with the grounds apportenant thereto for

the supply of water, fuel, forage, &e., are termed military
reservations,

In general the decision ns to the quantity of Tand to be
reserved for such public use, s the places where to b
locnted, ronts in the diseretion of the President, snbject to
stch regulations ns Congress may, from time to time, pre-

noribe.

When land is thus appropriated it is withdrawn from
the control and supervision of the General Land Office.
No power exists In thist department to mnke sale of it
Ko right exists in a State even, in whose jurisdiction it
liew, to condemn 1t for public purposes, making just com
pensation for the e, 1t is not subject to entry, nor to
the right of preccmption.  No title, in opposition to the
governmont, cin be acquired in ity and every person,
whether a citizon or o stranger, who without ;mnulmhm
eubers upon it for the purpose of settlement or occupation
is n tregpasser, and may be removed by the ]udit‘in‘l nud.
if newd be, by the military force of the government.

The United States has [t military sites in every section
of the coufederscy — In the old States as well as in the
new. Tt those large military reservations which ocoa-
sionnily nppear s cwphoni{ in onr legislutive history
have asually becn pitreclled oul fmm the  pulilic domnin
at pome poiut beyond or upon the verge ol our frontier
seltlements, where posts are erectod mamd Leoops stationed
for the pmh'vhnu of the ety settlers against the aggres.
#ions of their savage peighbors.  Tho rapid flow of our
population, “which, like the Pontic rea, knows no chlg'”
| the extinction of the Indian titke ; the retvest of the na-

| #oon changes the chavacter of these sites from frontier to
| interivr posts, surroundid by o theifty and numerons agri-
| enlturnl people, amd useless for all the purposes for which
they were ovigiundly estabilished. "Phey are conseguently
abandoned, nmd new posts planted on the ever-changing
bonnidnries of western civilization, A sketch of the es-
tallishment aod removal of one . milltary  posts wonhd
present an accurate history of the progress of population
nud settloment from the Alleghany to the Rocky moun
Lains,

Notwithstanding the cosation of the purposes for
which these tiacts of lanid were set apart, and even their
abandonment for all military pucposes by the govern
ment, yel, having been approprinted  for a specific ob-
Jeet by law, no authority short of Congress conlid restors
them Lo nocondition: to pass doto the mass of the i
| ovide properly of the country,  To provide p remedy  for
v Jaw wos passed by Comgress on tie
dd day of March, 1819, and which may be seen by rof:
erence o 30 volume Statules nt Large, pago 520, 11 pro-
vithen ©

40 rhnt the Secretary of War be, and ho is horeby, nathorizsd, ander
the direction of the Fresident of e United States, 0 ansn 0o b sold

such military witos belomging to the nited Stotes na moy hnve been
Bl or bevoms nseless Tor miblitary prirposes,

The authovity to sell, under the Ianguage of this not,
wis construed by the Prosident, with the advice of the
Attorney Geneml, to extend only to suchmilitary witos ns
belonged to the United States at the date of the law, and
us comferring no nuthority to gell such as were lppmpri
wled and reserved sinee its date,  In consequence of this
winb of authority many shtes that might, with grest ad
vininge Lo the country, have been solid amd opened to
oultivation and improvement, were continned Lo be held
by the gu\rernmmi subjecting Congress to Importanate
npplicu. o for the pussago of specisl acts for the sale of

tion upon the fuirness, the impartiality, or intﬂ;r{t
the Beoretary of War.  Witneises have differed from im
in the opinion upon which he ncted in almndoning Fort
Bnelling as n dtn no longer useful for military purposes ;
*ome hve critivised his sclection of agents as not Iwing
the mowt shrewd and- that might bave heen om-
ployed, nud others have regarded the price at which the
mpm; wia K0ld a8 Below s just value ; but no fact has
h brought forward, nodnmahnu Dboon exhibitod, no

reservation sought to be brought into
mn:!w In all lhm efforts at wpecial legislntion a strug-
g£le nat thise who reprosented the
Toeal inh:reau of the ‘I‘n:rﬁl-ury nnd those who reprosented
the interesta of the trensury— the object of the first heing
to bring the reserves under the operation of the general
land gystem, which would subject them to pre-emption
and public sale, and secure its disposal st the minimnm
price of one dollsr and & quarter per nowe ; whilst the
more special (dends of the public Wensary, denying the

m‘inh:.uy o '";; ':; fuimiondo has been h“‘ jnst application of the pre-umptive principle to sich loca.

ugon the m’“'m.' " N g the | h m:I Lions, cont that their value fur exceeded the wild
N pesty n('lhndu“" " ol' W il tho ton and frontier lands, and that this special value luud baen im-

Moblom el fols ’ g - m;[ln:l‘lnlhto them by the expenditures of the government
the on given to the scitlers around them,

":‘:"“"':““’“ of *':}‘:‘W by the l‘“"“'ﬂ‘!“‘;{“tm,r maintained that they should be sold in such manner, at

ple g Uwumy S s Wm““l“ * “1 | public or private sale, a would best secure a far prics for

ot o o | e el e
y o e

MW‘*“HM information | g1.o. wots of legislntion, the interests of the treas

Mhmwm,mm.wm

ment within the seope of
authority ; -lun ﬁ functionary of the govern.
delinguoncy umbor snch cir.
‘Wd urimlulilg i maigght loned Lo the exhibition
lrtwln of Impenchiment against himy, wo all reoguise
'Mmlﬁd wuch n iuqnh'y prefiminary to our nc.
t ith
ﬂ-dbpmyuc nheum wﬁﬁm 'll..hln its o~
appropri-
Me jurisliction, in the fuce. of ail disclnimers of framd,
g-:wun ov.officinl guile, to lustitute an foquiry into
e fict whether a power in itn nuture execntive, and
ewrly conferred hy hm hns b aliscroetly and judi-
¥ exorciued by ident, or the wgonts selected
b Bim ¢ Suoh l'lu|llirl¢-!ln, gratiry on idle and malig
L curiosity, butean load to no. practical action by Ui
f}“‘ﬂ They present, MMMr. ®Here tnes
dk;‘nrlmhnl and conflicting opinion ; they assame juris
. b Gyer fquestions in their naturo prvely exocntive o
*hny nsenll the b theory of our -m
':'tm by aubti the opinion of this body
Julyment of those in the consbitution nod laws lum
veated the decision of the point
Yo had hoped that, upon & el wod mpartial veviow
there would -

nry were made to _rk'!tl to the importupitics of the local
application.

In Bovember, 1854, Gew. Jesup, squarlermasler gon-
eral, thos calls the attention of the Secrelary of War to
this subject :

o I comnemion with (e subject it oy be prsper 10 remark that
there ara many sites 0o leoger necossary for miiiary  purposes,
whihch have beoome very saluable in ermarguenes of o expmmlitares
of the poyernment and the proteotion giveu 1o settler in thoir neigh.
Vorwt Boeoed, o libehy, AP weded For thelr M0l vatoe wonkl sagpply n find aoml
ciont, or penrly w6, o all new frontior (s proveniente,  This Seopy
nry of War his ||mbﬂ.|l wow  wulboriy (o sell theso sites | Dut
whistheer wo e ot 0 andification of the law fer thetr salo, so o to
st the Aving of m mdmimam someiiing hice thele intrinab v v,
Tedorwr whiieh n--aﬁqmll take woifiset ar T oo egnl, §4 pe
abred o the proteetion of the public intercts,  The reasrves at Forg
Howird, Furt Smclling, Fort Crowford, sl mm't& l-&zt qh;:-uhl " -;:
Yyt n mifitary depot, Irmlill'hrnnt - nau.mm
Wring e the trm{nrr more than mﬂ{u Withoirt s
o eation of the lew there de great wr mlmﬂ.ﬂﬂt
tands by ofered fin sale, that il

comban, el by thrinsts ol vintence, Pmamiitoe l-mt walide nit.
inens from mnm: Sor thom, anid s secrire far he il fheir
vomfeerantes the whide of thew ot the minimim price of the gevrnment
o dda voidal fovn e,

Phesse mnggostions of Gen. Jesup were made more than
Pwo yoars nfter the ?mmg-- of the law reduciog the Fort
Suolling veserve Lo its present Himits, snd i shows thint as
enrly as 1S54 he contemplated the wde of that trct, to-
gother with tho other military roscrvations named ; all
of which, [t i Lelicved, have since Deen olthor ln.‘lﬁllh
polid, oF remain in 1wwmdm of the govermment aftor n-
sucecsful efforts to offoct ol wte

Wom, Juffsmson Davis, then Soordtary of War, I Jdv
wiinnal report of Decembor 18, TE34, sndorsss the wig- |

nxuq War ln
i SR

| tive beibes still further into the great central wilderness, !

ed In tln present case by the buml.‘-y of War, mul any r westions of Gen . Joomp, il thng recosmeinds tiy subject
| o the favorble l:omklemtlnnu of Congress : |

L v b nsk o Ul devossiky g lur
it el o el miliary nlun .hmr-ﬂl‘ tin tha u
Tt Doon ghvon to (o mets upon this sahfac, n
wortrrtiees has o L biist b pegarded n
praction of U depmitment, e aot of March 3, 1519, am-unmtrh.
military witn (b boskd ; mid Wt of Apull 98, I8 euly o
opiray od 10 the qu.l" Hhiber for forfe, k¢, A '
yimves ot 10 provieien e e sale of beads which, slach Ui &1
of Marel, 1800, Dy Losm poseevad Gomm w- wﬂu Al for
miblitary , ol )
lhuma hing Ithl! Ty wedl nnim- Mhry uuu
amnhrace thosn reseryvatbme.

o Mamy uwv.m-m meomnd military posts, arlginally mdum
an Al (rontier, and 0w renderad el by tie adyamm of
Hon, hives sequired (ml \*,M only Teor the ris
aaie u snch tmqmi )
Tnbor of the e thr Hnu]mul 0 disposing at i
mdm-tmaluphrmmw-aqunm il
st the bide wore (o badow e Fabr market veine of e dasd | o
ronill wililgh hus hoen aboed, v bt correetly , b combinatisis
wrmong the Bhdders, T ar with the qm-mr In the
opanben Lint simiblnr resiits pan be preveated in fare by euiah
Timhiing, s minimom prics, below which the lnnd shall sl he 5ol |
rrevommend Il provision be made fur this arpose in sy act that
wny Do pasdod on the snbject, '

Bimllnr

lhﬁuw

“ e mﬂmumdm nel g
Mareh &, LRIV, subithl * An not suthoriging the sale of certain mill
ary llln be, "and they arn loreby , extemled to all mititary sites, or
o guch parts thereof, which are or ey becoma eelews for militery
purposes. "’

The Peesident of the United States, ne commander-in
chiefl of the army, has the noguestioned right, independ-
ent of legislation, to oconpy or abandon auy post necord -
Ing to big jndgment  of the military  necessities of the
country.  The legislathon  of Congress was,  however,
emsentinl to confer an authority to ke sale of a site
which, in the exervike of his constitutional fanctions, the
President should Jdeemn oo longer necessary for the puby.
liedefence.  That authority in in clenr nnd explicit terms,

mm.a :

% g

T r— bl

i
-
Wi t, ‘sl yeceived the 'l
d.(btwmmi‘ lllr'wmrj for the Lmumlsmty
Yeun

m the TUly of April, 1857, Hon Heanry M. Rice, st that
time dolegate, nud now a sonntor clect from Minnesota,
adidressed & communleation to the Becretary of War,
u hin attention the liency of & Apeed,
Illrx:l:g thmwl Suelling reservation. 1t does not u’;l:ru{
that Mr. Rice had any intereat in this suggestion, except
wiich na might properly influence him ns the representa-
tive of that Territory. - **Large reservations (he statos)
woere injuclous to the intercsts of the citisens, uﬂ.euprt
w-ulhu; improvements by the S Btate, counties, and townas.'
Thiy communication, in mvurdnncs with the usago of the

by these ennctments, vested In the Secretary of War,
noting under the direetion and control of the President
of the United States,  The power s full, absolute, and
unconditional ; and, when exercised, & perfect title s
teansmitted  from the government to the purchuser.
Casen may posaibly hereafter arise of fraud wpon the gov-
ernment sufficiont o justify the judicinl tribunals of the
country in annulling the sale; bat it is difficull to imng.
ine o possible contingency in which the legislative de-
partment of the government can with any constitutional
|||:n|»rluly interfeve with rights derived under such a con-

Lract,

el Swelling.

Shortly after the acpuisition of Lou wn, wnd during the
ndministeation of My, Jeflerson, (he attention of (he War
Department was divected to the estabilishment of severnl
military sites on (he Misslssippl river.  In pamsuance of
thir object, Lioutennnt, alterwardd General Tike, was de-
tailod by Genernl Wilkinson to make the necessary explo-
rations mnd purchases from the Indinne then occupying
that country.  On the 23d of Seplember, 1806, e effected
w treaty with the Rioux, by which they relinguished to
the United States, for military purposes, the Tand ot the
coufluence of the Mississdppi mnd the St Peter's, wince
enlled  the Minugsota river, commencing below  the
Junction of those rivers, sdd extending nine miles on
ench side of the Mississippi, aod inclading the Falls of St
Anthony.  (See 2d volume of excentive journal of the
Sepnte, pages 76, 77, and 8B0.)  Notwithstanding this
early indiention of the policy of the government, no
movement was made towards its oconpaney a8 o militacy
post until nomnch lstor period.  In the fall of 1818 My,
Calhioun, then Sceretary of War, decided to take the neces.
mary steps to decure o our country the slvisntaged of Lhe
Indian tewde, and ta keep in check the numerons sl
powerful tribew of Sloux and Chippowss, which inhabited
that section of our country, and who were already e
ginning to give indiations ol bestile feellng to Lhe ad-
vancin whh! mﬁ'lnmuﬁ. Accordingly, in the spring |-
of I8 klgﬂ. Genigral Lonvenworth, wus
“wrib with the ment of infantty 1o the slie. |
nt the continenos of the Misddppi and 8t. Poter's river,
where he placed his commamd in hnta, dnd  constrocted
stockde deferes,  Col. Snelling, hmr'l'u;; sueoeedisd him
in commnud, efected works of 0 more pernnent charne
ter, which, when completed, were then amd have sinee
besin enlled by Lis naome,

From thpt perdud Fort Snelling coutinued o military
post of some importance wndil 1851, when, by the well
known treatios of Traverse dos Sionx and Mendotn, the
| Tndian title wos extinguithed 1o el immenss hth ul
land west of the Misisippi viver, estending over four
degrees of latitude and five of ]ungitunh', winl covering n
wuperficial wrea of forty five thomsand sguare miles.  As
n vongequence of this purchnse, the Indinng removed o
wimnller reservations in the northern amd western portions
of that Territory,  Pror to the ratification  of o
treaties there were but five orgunized counties In Minne
sota ; mow there are apwinds of forly counties, and  this
growing repullic s now asking admisdon ns one of the
Btatew of thin confederncy, claiming to have s popmlation
of penr 300,000, amd claiming o be entithal (o thee
membaers of the Honse of  Bepresentabives,  Almost the
whale of this hordy and enterprising population 8 north
and west of Fort Snelling, between that and the Tmlian
population.  Sinee the treaty of 1851 Fort Soelling T
Beeome ntterly vseless s a ||mtt of defence, whilst, a8 n
wihaditate to seoomplish the  pueposes for which 1t had

I

lepartment, wus referred to the quartermpster goneral
for his opinion. Genemal Jesup replied, that the pro-
priety of a sale of that reserve wonld depend upon the
militury policy to bo hereafter adopted.  If the policy
then existing was to be chunged, and the tvoops hereafter
ooucentrnied at central points, where thoy can be cheaply
supplied when not fn the field, there was no place near the
northem

frontier o suitable as Fort Snelling, and no por-
tion of the rese should be sold. Bt if the present
policy of posting the troops in small garrisons wis Lo con-

tinue, then woguacter section of land, with the buildings,
sud o control of the ferries, would be sulficient for o mere
depot of supplies.  Upon u full consideration of the point,
the Secrotary of War decided, in view of the then exist-
ing anl Jong established pullu; of the government, thad
a snde of the reserve, or cerlainly 0 lurge portion of it,

abould be wnde.  He accordingly, in the same munllh
despatched Mujor SBeth Fastmnan, an active and intelli-
gent oficer- of the srmy, who had resided nine yenrs at
that post, with instroctioos 1o survey the land in forty
acre lits, stating that he wikhed it so surveyed that
persons of small means might have an opporbunity of
purchasing. —(See nnewer lo question No. 1)

When waflicient time il elapaed for the completion of
this survey, the Secretary of War appointed Major East
i wd Willinm King Hetskell, esg., of Virginia, agents
oy 1 f of the government, to make sale of so much of
wiwied reserve s conbd be digposcd of - with a doe vegned to
the public interest, accompanied by the following lebter
of instructions ;

Wan Derawrsesr,
Washimgton, May 25, 18567

Ousrvmwex . Yownre heroby  rogoecbsl and o tivotmd 1o viar, in
ety bhe nilbary poveps ation made by the Exsyutivo at Fae Soel
e, I the Territory of Minweaots, il examine and sscortain dw
| e B s boen made valunble Dy govermment inprovements, Ao,
whotlier there nes ll&wlﬂl Lo flle settlers w0 L ile Feserve, whe
ave imwln vistiible nmm theroon, amd whi s

with tag e L by e acthbon of Wie go

agentd, ul"t; ights ulcm\nﬂ o them ; and whethor,

nider the e aliwed 10 p-m ot ox.
menting vom Bumirod atd sixty Siees.édol, corpring Shide mpeaye-

manQMmm ono._dollar wind iwentyplive vonts

i e

Fun may receive (rther bnsteeations in rogard therele,
- You witl well pll that pact of thn reservation Mhﬂlu-lnl. in oy
cemet b ow libel wn el setder peay luve a okt elnim, ellhor at b
24 yl U principal papecs n ths Xoih
w8 o lode of fock acres wach, so no o
o I-u myouna 10 jrchage or Inwhobe, whishever, In
oar Jndgment, may be deemed Lest, bt b neither cise fusn i
B0 per ner
Tom whil exmimbne Feart Savlling, sith pefereoce 0 0s Deiuge retalnml
s o il depot Bor tha se of the government,

[ I ey for sl porpwese, yim will rosspye
Priptn wade e binndlibogga pod sueh lamd aq you may comsidor suitchie,
wst et Fuwm Forty st g

Worg will sk o pectny A gadi (it part of the resoryve which axt
ower a grayeynrd and charob belonging to, and slamesd by, te
olier g regation woralippling thofe, not exeesding twe niy - djve me
bt lllrm' Wi vt b rermain fn s q-cwu and under the contreol r|
wnil o spidien, with thie ding int 30 b ot 1o Bo wmed or
Alpa e -'-1 ol o -lll_l' otliar poar poses .

Vory respectiully, your abwdient seryunt,
JORN T FLOYD,
Hovretary of War

lllm Lo
,m it

T mnethan, wits r;m duy
L

Major St Earrsax, U, 8 A,
Witniam Kist Heisgkia, omg.,
Warbinglon

It may be hore remarked that Mre. Heiskell is a well
knwrwn citizgen of Vigginia, & favmer by oconpation, o gen-
tlewan of intelligence and high charncter, who had been
amember of the general ssdembly of that State, anid wis
o marl in whose honesty, lntogrity, and firmness of char-
ncter Governor 1 Iuyll. hadd, froan pemonal knowledge, the
fullest confid

hwen g0 many years weed, Fort Ripley  was  estalbis)
abont 120 miles north of i, on the Missiesippl, and F urt
Ridgely, 130 miles woest of ﬂ on thee Ainnesoln,

No sooner did the torrent of embgontion begin to flow
Into Minnesotn, invited by the extinction of the Indisn
title and stimulated by the libepal policy of the govern-
ment, authovizing setthements and  preemption rights,
aven hl ndvancs of any sirvey made by government,
when the pablic mind, impressed with the further inutility
of Fort Bnelling ns |||il|tnn powt, invoked the leggaln-
tion of Congress to reduce the bounds of thint resorva:
tion, and to Lring the largest pottion of it into market.

The Forl Bnelling reservation, as held by the govern
ment undil & very recent peviod, embraced between thirly
thn-s il thirty-four thousand acres of land.

ngluct of Congross pnsend on the 26th of Angust,
1852, the reperve was reduced In guantity, sl s new
boundnrien defined, Twenty-six thovsaml and twenty
three neren were severed from it, which the Commissioner
of the Geoeral Tamd Office was vequired to have sur.
veyed and sold at public nuction, under the divection of
the President of the United Bintes. The porfion thus
ot el embraced gome  government buildings, worth
$5,000 ; the magnificent water power of 5t Anthony's
Falls ; the sites of the cities Mendota and Mineapo-
lim, nnll naoil for agricultural besnty and productivencss
nut surpoassed by any in the Korthwest,

A wale of n portion of the land thus sepamted from that
reservee, to wit: five thousand three hundred and wixty-
bwo neres, Tying in what is called  the Stillwaler district,
was made on the 11th duy of September, 1854, at pu'hlh
suction, after having been advertised for six months in
ull the leading papers of the Northwest, and Lronght
$1 25 per noro ; not m mingle aere having been sold for
ong cent more than the minimum price of public lands, -
(Ree Appendix, pages 36, 36, and 37,)

The residus of it, hm:ty "thowsand wix hundred and
sixty-one nores, was solif in 1855 ; nol one were haviug
been digponed of ab & bigher price thun $1 25 por acre, —
(Bee A ix, pages 28 to 31.)  Some of this land has
sinee wold for Iﬂ.x and even ten thonsand dollsrs an acre,
and yet wo have heard no complaint of the inndequacy of
the price received Ly the govermunent, althongh it ‘was
solid but for §1 25 an acre, and nlthuugh s of Uhose
who have been most active in stiring up discontent at
the Fort Snelling gale were among the largest beneficin-
ries of this liberal policy of the government,

There then remained of the original resorvadion aboul
seven thousand five hundred acres, situated at the conflu-
ence of the Mississippl and Minuesota rivers, apon which
stood (he barracks, hospital, officers’ quarters, and uther
buildings evccted by the government.  ‘Ihiese buildings
had been ereoted some thirty yeans before, wera pit np in
n rude and manner, kome of them were in o
wiate of and decay, and if held by the gov-
emment wonld have continued an aonual  bunden upon
the tressury for repairs.

The Sale,

The majority of the committee in their repord present
with great ingnoe the fact that dn Apel, A%06,
upon an heinig mmde b Seorctary  Davis for
the pmrchase of the Fort Snelling reserve, b declined to
entertain the proposition, wpon the gmund 1l It wis
vt nﬁhﬂﬁm mﬂ'llunr llrm and’ thc]}“mlml
e opfkon and &-d-lm of that ciineut statesman with
e conre | d by the prosent Secretary of War hn the
ispmal of U smine ]rfup\rty in lews than eighteen months

It will b seen fl'nm the above instroctions first, that,
In mecotdance with a suggestion o in the o
nication of Gen. Jewup of the 14th of November, 18! o,
previously referred to, and endorsed by Beoretnry Davis in
his annual  report of the 4th of December following, n
minimum wis fixed, below which the land was not (o be
wold.  That min'lmum wiws §T 50 per aore, o price exceed-
ing the highest sum at which any nere of military reser-
vation bad ever, in the history of this government, been
hefore sold oul of the limits of & coporate vity.

Secondly. They were vequired, if upon examination
they thought it proper to be rotained as o military depot,
to peserve from gale the buildings, and wo much land as
they might consider suitable, not Jews than forty acres,

Thindly. I‘hr{ were atithoriasd to sell the land in forty-
neen lote ab public anction, if, in thelr judgment, the pub
lic interests would lhmhy be best promoted.

Fuourthly, They were suthorised to sell ut public or
private snle, in whole or in part, as, in their judgment
they might deem best, but in no case ab less than $7 50

pm aure.
the insl to be competent and hon-
ol men, Il-udllkult to unnwivu how any nsbructions
could have been bettar devised to protect the interest of
the government. The commissiontis wero clowely inter-
mdupnth- nt whether they had recelved from
the Secretary of War any private lnstructions beyond
those contained in the above letter, Major Eastman
Fort Snelling at the dato of his appointment,
see the Secretary, nor haul lio un;f correspon-
enve with h.lm from. Mlnwhd I-hqpla Ilr
Haeiskell, who bore to ‘m t hin appoi
instructions he roceived
t yon to do tho very best you can fur the
fvunlm 1 want that sule to be the best ever sunde
o the Stabss,  You w'::le:iwnplml of sharpers
‘ m.lll&
appointment until the sale
hnﬂm“hmmmmuuh
the Secretary of War and the agents ap-
mdbﬂ bim, and that the latter, keeping within the
of their justructions, proceeded to exercike all the
diwerelionary wm vested in them, upon their own

i i
{ mntinfactory r.um{ml-iuu of the property, which
was quite fawlline o onoof them, from a dcmv of
nlw Joors ab the place, the commissioners docided that
ﬂk sorvice did not requirg the retention of any
pll&:wd the xumre fpr military uses ;. that, in view of
of revent land wales, wid of the combinn-
n formed and_forming to force the sales at the
it wan expedient to avoid the bnasls of

in roply, expressed his wish to become the
Mﬁlﬂ'ﬂuu pmj,mrly. and offered the grow sim of

$70,000 fox it, he bad proflered to give
i, 1836, . Thay E thnt they bl entiomnted
the w ol lh wmmrnl in that reserve s fuirly
yﬂyﬂwmd 3 that they  would wll i

private inle below I.hat -um, and if be would give that

T (e -
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Founesaas o the st ke wod

As witieag oup hasda anid woals the a-ym Above weithon,
BETH AN, [omar]
Magor U B, A, Agonl.

WM, KING MEISKELL, [ssa)
Agrnt, ke.
FRANKLIN STRELE  fawar])?
The veport of the ¢ isni b i the con-

tenct of sale, was delivered (o the Becretary of War on
the 17th of June, nnd on the saine diy  submiitted to the
President of the United States, and, having received the
nsient of the President, was [onunll nfpmml by the
Becretary of War on the 2d of July. {u the same tmmlh
the first payment of $30,000 was made by the pirchnse

and an order given Lo the commandiog ofticer at the puu&
to deliver immedinte posscasion of the military roserva.
tiom and property pertaining thereto to the purchaser,
Franklin Steele, excepting the fort and other bulldings,
which were tempornrily retained for the use of the trovps
nt the post.
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Lins, na

nrt, senator from ‘Hon,

elect from Minnesotn, and Hon. Wi,

the commisstonom of sale, lll .

fong that Fort Snelling hld

military pnrpose whatever. -
Iaumv of these witnomes mm
nion, marked by so ml i

Utah;, commanding  in :
e LY wﬁ
rim, o 'y AN i
Michigan, o .

of the wibject tpin we
shadl incorporate o portion of re.
]ullr':.&‘ and ndopt their views aa the conclusigns of ogr own
m

General Persifor B. Snith says's i, AT~

Ac-lutt;m-&:hzl.u{ %mdlm I
il I T
Ravasre ba e ike gone.pou 1 1hiek SPII et

only the expedicocy of the sale, but the authosity lrf th-

Huving now briefly shown the leawding and inent o

Inots of thin sale, we will proceed  to notice, in some de k‘ﬁﬁm’?{m}&-’ '-hh m

Lail, the objections bo i, which have been urged by the | s ndrod s w / m-

um]mily in bheir r.-.]-rrl, md which have brought them | feme ook the "":':‘" A Abo prilolvs et

to the conclusion thut thix aliewntion of oo of the de- | JF IR ERT 08 CNe . ot

fenees of the country. was hasty and improvident, and vini for supplise, ||| ‘M]
i ' ! wonther, would rial

valls for the condemnation of Congress. They sesail not e (L0 gl n TPt cllhirul -

o onke, 1o either mn*-

President and Secretary of War, under the ol
of this case, to have mde it "Tihis Jonds to tho inquiry-—-

Inid the military inlerests of the eonntry requive that Fort
Suetling shonld have been ionger vebained by the government 7

1t i conceded by the majority that whenever 1 milltary
fite hecomes useloss the anthority is by express low con-
ferred upon the Seerctary of War, under the divection of
the President, o make wnle of it.  But they odmtemd that
as this nathority is, by the terms of the lnw, limited to
cases whore the site is useless, if it can be shown by evi-
dence subsequently taken —that in (1] sy, by tin. upiluonl

w of the Pr

vortkd deposite Your slorvs, eithor in |bnlr . !

Alstribution, ) veder 40 Jul il o

# . Fort Molllai ?ﬂ« puint
'ﬂm«- T wan w ﬂmm it T

woukl arrest the enomny. & and

DA e gm.m«nm e

iy Hut nn g

wore not other point

i own partiunbar sery: ul.lltw

i, Now, lhere aro ,ﬂnﬂ

Puter's, and then wﬁum“e he
Pl U .&M%‘M‘*ﬂm

of persons diflering fron the «
and Beeretary of War-Ahat it might e lnu;,'vr advan-

tageonsly retainel for the uses of the government, the
contingency has ol arisen npon which the poyer  has
been conferred, sud the sale is without authority of law,
atid therefore voll.  This extrsordinary doctring, , alike
Aubve mlu of the purposes of the luw and of ﬂ.w matllorilv
wl i o e t of tho gover ulﬂtuugh
without any pm.timl beaving in the pwunt e

quivis & passing notice. 1t s o bold attempt to sub itute
the opinions of any and every man i the conntry for the

‘ru | antbentic judgment and M&lun of those in whom the poo-

powers of government. 1t

prnctically njntlng from :u the Prosident and Seps
r:luly of wm - vy with the ntteiluton of exeen-
tive power m the witnesses subpanmsl |
befire acoimmittes ué%ln

Wi Ford Snelling munlu amititary site on
G?mhm. tnr.'r l.he day of Iu wale, % o qmuhr

or et G be dotermined slone by those in whom the con-

stitution and Iaws have placed the Je Iuiml of thist epues-

tion. - The ccenpation  or - ahand t of a military
post, the mprch of troops from one section of the confel-
ericy bo snodbior, their concentration at, or distribution
| from particulur points; nre all incidents of that control
uver the military defonoes of the conntey which  the con-
| wtitudion s vestod in the Procident ws commamler-in-
chief of the army.  Congress is froe o i and support
mu army or nob ot it pleasure s itmay authorise regi-

Eh_- have regulnrly vested th

ments when the President dees nob eadl for them, or it
| may dishand  them whett he most dosires them ;. but
| whan onee mised thele movements are wholly subject to
| his disposition and control.  So it may nppmprlulu e

| ney, and anthorize the purchisie of a military slte : bhut
| i the President does not choose to wiake use of i! for
[ 'mititary purposes he need not do so; s that the practi-

eal decision at all times of whether any particular post
is noeded for the public defence must necessarily rest with
him, who has the sight to distribute and station our
troops ub plensure,  But his decision that o site is no
longer wseful for the public defence does. not thereby in-

volve the suthority to makesale of it,  The public prop-

arty of the United States Is vested n Congross, and the
anthority to make sale of wny portion. of it s alone be
devived from Congross.  When, Uherefore, a law 4 passod
conferring upon the Executive llu. power of selling wse-

legs military sites, ho is, by o union of his, constisutionsl
functions with the ln?,hluﬁva ugency, thereby cro-

nted, clothed with  full authority over the sulject.

From the constitution le derives his suthority to devkle

whother it is useloss or not ;. from Congress ho duerives lis
power o sell i doemed useless,  Bul if this power was
not thus faily dedncible from the constitutional function
of the Prosident as commander-in-chief, it is olencly con-

ferved by the acte of 1819 and 18567, A power vosted by
law in an executive agont of the government, to sell or
to do any other act upon the happening of s stated con-

tingency, unless otherwise restrained, makes him neces-
sarily the kole and exclusive judge of the event upon
which his nuthority to act becomes operative. How other-

wise is this power ever to bo exercised ! Who, upder the
present law, conld determine. the preper period of ralo
but the President of the United Siates ! From what other
department of the government In hego seck for counsel or in-

formation. Isitfrom the jndiciary, or Isit from Congress’ 18
the validity of a solemn offivinl act of the highest functions.-
riew of the government to be determined by the opind
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which a few witnessce, constituting no part of the gov-
ernment, may rnlmrhln of the wisdom or propeiety of
that act ! } The power of the President and Secretary of
War to make these sales s, under the exinting lnws, ab.
solute and unconditional, ‘The title of the purchmr in
perfected through their act, Tts validity cannot be affect-
o by the opinions of others. They have cxercised their
j:ulglucul, and the case s closed. 1t is o judgment =
y from which there s no appeal. The r of
thﬂ majority lant war with the clearly established prin.
ciples of our government, Tt would overtim every anle,
and render inseoura every tight of property acquired
throngh any of the execntive agents of the government,
But there is no necessity in the present case of Invok-
ﬂua:i of any such constraction of lsw to screen from
Inn the Iate act of Lthe Secre uﬂ\’u Bup this
‘I]-v{hurlndn'lnm]yh-rn o {of by ¢ Apetent
thority ; that the President and Secrotary of War hail
nak slready authorized and. eatiied this salo; that the
purchase money, so far as due by the contrack, had not
slready Deen paid, and possession of the property deliv-
eredd, and that it was now an open question for Executive
dnt.isiul:. wu shall provemd o sliow that the weight of an-
thority and the force of reasoning eontained in the ne-
companying ovidence sustain the expediency of the sle
of the Fort Snelling reservation. 1t fa shown conelu.
sively by General Scott, General Smith, General Jesup,
and by every military officer, without lrlmpl-lnn, who has
appeared before (e mmn_{ttm ns also by pablic facts,
known Lo the committee, and to every intelligent man
In the conntry, that since the extinguishment of the In-
disn title, and the removal of the native tribes from that
vieluity in 1851, Fort Snclling has become an interior
post, and umlum for wny of the  purposes of defence.
Upon this point there is nol a contrmlictory opinion in
the evidence, or if wo, none worthy of nothee,
BNt another ide s been suggestod iy reforenios 1o (he
porposes for whieh Fort Snelling might still be wsod, sinee
it haw Bocome mecless for those of defonce, and that s, a=
 eonvepdent point to keep upoa government  cstabilinh.
mwnk of oliivnrs, s ployes, homses, mules, &e,, w fernisk
tor Pl Lwar Crombien puste,  which, sinee the mewmoval of
the Linfians, Lve been cutublished on e Minnoota and
M vivers, thelr provisions smnd eopplies. T s

upon this asserted benefit of Fort Snellivg to the gov-
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